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Press Release from WPPC Say No to Kawasaki at Hastings

“The Federal and State Government’s announcement that hydrogen would be shipped from the Port of Hastings to Japan is unwelcome to Westernport and Peninsula Protection Council.”

Representative of our group WPPC met last year with a Public Relations woman from GHD representing three Japanese companies:  Kawasaki, J Power and Iwatani.  She explained that Japan is trying to move to a hydrogen economy. They have proposed to export hydrogen gas from Hastings made from Loy Yang’s brown coal. Loy Lang has recently been sold to a Chinese company. The proposal involves: Partially burning brown coal at Loy Yang, pumping the CO2 produced underground (once a location and method of sequestrating has been determined),  trucking of gas to Hastings, converting it to liquid at Hastings in a new plant, building a new port to export it, shipping it to Japan and converting it back to gas in Japan.

“Four industrial processes, two journeys and the wrecking of Westernport Bay by dredging and marine pests makes this hydrogen power source for Japan definitely not green or clean.”

 It must be one of the least efficient power sources ever dreamt up, and certainly one of the most expensive. They told us they “are looking for a partnership with the Victorian Government” and sure enough this week our governments have announced a spend of 100 million on the trial alone.

We have 3 main problems with this proposal

1. Dredging would kill fish stocks.
Why would our State Government reject a container port on the basis of the infrastructure Victoria report, and then entertain this proposal?   The dredging involved with bringing very large ships into Hastings would be massive. Infrastructure Victoria said it would take 23 million cubic metres inside Westernport (the same amount as the infamous channel deepening in the much larger Port Phillip Bay, Victoria’s biggest infrastructure project yet) and the same 23 cubic metres outside Westernport, to bring in material that is heavy to cover the bottom because the existing bottom of Westernport, which is more of an estuary than a Bay, is unsuitably silty.  
2. Marine Pests would kill fish stocks

The fact the ships are empty and require ballast means marine pests i.e. The Japanese Northern Pacific Star Fish. This starfish came into Corio Bay in the ballast of Japanese woodchip ships and has been partly responsible for the decimating of fish stocks in Port Phillip Bay. Likewise woodchip ships have led to the infestation of Hobart’s port. Westernport Bay currently does not have Northern Pacific Sea Star and we do not want to see empty ships from Japan full of Ballast water enter Westernport Bay. While Ballast water is exchanged at sea, if one star fish remains in the hull it can produce thousands of larvae. 


3. This project has Questionable viability.

The amount of emissions involved with four industrial processes, a stream of trucks on our roads with highly explosive gas,   long ship journeys and the wrecking of Westernport Bay makes this a very dirty form of energy and a very expensive one. This project is probably unviable. We have seen many projects fail in Westernport because they are unviable in the 47 years of WPPC’s history. It never seems to stop our governments from announcing them or subsidizing them.

We join with Environment Victoria as being very worried about another failed project for Latrobe Valley. They deserve a sustainable job creation boost, not one that is likely to be unviable.

 Australia has migratory bird agreements with Japan and China. Westernport Bay hosts 35 species of migratory wader birds.

We started a letter writing campaign on this issue last year and the letter is available on our website. We have had no consultation from the Government but a letter back from the State Trade minister. We have asked to meet the Trade Minister in Early March with no response. We told the GHD rep Libby that members of our group, and other groups concerned about this, are experienced and prepared to lobbying at high levels and blockade.
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