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June 2015
Merricks Coolart 

Catchment Group Inc A0036146N 

PO Box 53 Balnarring 3926

0359 832 072
Suggestions for The Merricks Coolart Creek and Estuary Working Group, Melbourne Water and The Mornington Peninsula Shire Council, The Department of) Environment land water and Planning, Southern Rural Water, Environmental Protection Agency and South East Water.

Merricks-Coolart Creek 

Merricks-Coolart Creek is an important creek environmentally. Merricks-Coolart Catchment is one of the largest catchments on the Mornington Peninsula. It flows from Red Hill and Merricks North – high-rainfall areas containing significant patches of remnant vegetation - and with largely good soil structure; into tributaries that have mostly retained their natural bed and banks –protected by blackberries from stock for decades. It then flows into the intermittently-closed the parallel-dune system estuary at Balnarring and out at Somers-Westernport Bay, a Ramsar Site. The Creek in many places has good in-stream vegetation and healthy populations of fish (see below) and invertebrates. Many of these fish species use the estuary seasonally.
Some of the native fish found in the creek

Yabby- common throughout creek, 

Fresh water crays- not common, 

Short finned eels- common

Common galaxis- common

Spotted galaxis- common

Broad finn - rare

Tupong- 

Flat headed gudgeon 

Yellow-eyed mullet

King George whiting

bream

Merricks Coolart Catchment Group
Merricks Coolart Catchment Group was formed in 1997 due to community concern about the ecological state of the catchment, in particular the waterways. We have been trying to understand the estuary and how to protect it from devastating eutrophic events since then. 
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Photo of Merricks Coolart Working Bee 17th May 2015

We moved from informally testing the turbidity to formal Waterwatch Testing.  A summary of our understandings from this is that Hanns Reserve has good levels of oxygen and low turbidity even when the estuary near Balnarring Beach Road Bridge has high turbidity and low levels of oxygen. It seems the water quality continues to be good as it flows downstream until the farm above the estuary (Melways 193 B/C 9) before it curves southward (see more detail below). Then together with dirt from this point if it rain heavily enough, it seems the input from the stormwater coming in from Balnarring township is dangerous to the health of the creek. 
In the past before the drought, ordinary dirty stormwater did not trigger eutrophic events, blue green algae events and fish kills. I (Karri Giles) identified a few major works/maintenance operations that did including SEW’s sewering works in 1998, and MW de-snagging the creek April 2005. 

Now with even lower flows and more extreme temperatures and perhaps more seagrass leaves and seaweed, a eutrophic event can be triggered by the input from the stormwater drains together with the extra dirt from the erosion point upstream I mention below. There is sewage in the stormwater from at least one illegal connection. 
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 Our Suggestion to improve Merricks Coolart Creek June 2015
1. Firstly, and most importantly to initiate a Streamflow Management Plan for Merricks Coolart Creek in order to provide it with an environmental flow. 

Environmental flows are vital to stop the estuary of Merricks Creek becoming eutrophic. 
In October 2004 Paul Bennett from The Department of Sustainability and the Environment told our group that the creek was 30% over-allocated above environmental flow. 

Merricks Coolart Catchment Group, has twice before called on Melbourne Water to develop a Streamflow Management Plan for Merricks Creek.  (See attached documents) MCCG has been positively and conscientiously involved in the issues around dams and stream health since 1997 However, since then some of the biggest dams in the catchment have been constructed, adding weight to our call for the development of a Streamflow Management Plan that includes environmental flow provisions.
 It is not easy to find water to provide flow for the creek. Maybe some dams, diversions or groundwater licenses could be bought back. Perhaps treated effluent could be used. There used to be a small sewage treatment plant between Campbell Court and Ferguson Drive. This provided the total flow in that tributary down from the Primary school in summer. This was decommissioned when Balnarring was sewered.
2.  We suggest the owner of the property above the estuary should be approached (Melways 193 B/C 9) and offered a stream-frontage fence because the erosion caused by cows is contributing to the turbidity of the creek.
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	Photo of erosion taken 27.5.15

Upstream of the estuary just after the creek turns westward.
	Photo of erosion taken 27.5.15

Upstream of the estuary just after the creek turns westward.
	Photo of dead cow in creek taken 27.5.15 Upstream of the estuary just after the creek turns westward. This is the third cow that has met their fate here.


3. That the drain running alongside the East of Balnarring Beach Road be diverted into Coolart below the gate before the bridge, across the road from Campbell Crt, so the dirt can settle out and the water seep into the creek more slowly. We have requested this before as a simple and cheap wetland treatment.
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	Gate into Park’s Vic land on Balnarring Beach Road. The  drain next to this side of the road could be diverted into the bush here
	The distance from the gate to Balnarring Beach Road Bridge with a gentle fall.


4. Stop the illegal connections of household sewerage to the stormwater. This is evident in Campbell Crt. (steam arising in winter) but may occur in other places.
5.  Organise the Mornington Peninsula Shire Street Sweepers to work twice as often over the warmer months.
6. Wind back the use of contractors in the waterways management areas of government agencies of Melbourne Water, The Department of Environment land water and Planning, Southern Rural Water, Environmental Protection Agency and South East Water. Employ the staff who deal with waterways with long-term jobs in the one region. 
Appendix 1: Resolutions adopted by Merricks Coolart Catchment Group (and sent to Melbourne Water) following public meeting held 12th February 2006

Merricks Coolart Catchment Group INC

PO Box 53

Balnarring 3926

17th February 2006

Dear Sir/ Madam,

 Please find below a list of resolutions passed by a public meeting held on Sunday 12th February 2006, Balnarring Hall, called Why does this creek smell and what can be done to fix it? We had over 30 people attend and others who are intending to come along next time, and keep the pressure on. The meeting was hosted by Merricks Coolart Catchment Group Inc. 

Your organisation is mentioned in our resolutions and we would like to communicate with you about the proposed action relevant to your organisation. 

We would appreciate a response to this letter by The 19th of March 2006. We aim to gather more and more support to fix this creek so it functions properly again.

Resolutions

That Melbourne Water carries out a risk assessment for the creek.

That MW develops a stormwater treatment system for stormwater currently running into the Balnarring Road Bridge area of the creek.

That the Shire ensures all building sites and excavations larger than one house block follow the Best management practice erosion and stormwater guidelines. 

That South East Water and The Mornington Peninsula Shire identify the unsewered properties that are causing problems and formulate a strategy to have them connected to the sewerage system or another EPA approved alternative treatment system.

That Southern Rural Water checks that the dams and diversions in the catchment are legal and operating properly.

That Southern Rural Water initiates a Streamflow management plan for the creek and implements the recommendations.
Appendix 2: Letter sent to Ross Young, Melbourne Water, 23rd June 2000

Merricks Coolart Catchment Group Inc.

PO Box 53 Balnarring 3926 59 835 492

23rd June 2000

Ross Young

Melbourne Water

Waterways and Drainage Group

Dear Ross

Congratulations for your Waterways and Drainage Operating Charter. It has drawn on decades of practical experience by the professionals within Melbourne Water. It has many good aspects to it, including, stakeholder involvement, monitoring the health of creeks, and reviewing plans. The Streamflow Management Plans, Waterway Management Plans and Stream Frontage Programs are based on good philosophy and we welcome them as useful tools for protecting and improving our waterways. The timelines are good. Without having details of the budgets it is hard for us to comment on the Charter. The scale of the works will indicate whether the plans are worth the paper there are written on. It is obvious that drainage problems often result from a lack of planning and often will not always be addressed by simply increasing the capacity of the drainage system. The charter should aim to reduce drainage at the source by introducing a system to encourage the installation of water tanks. The Waterway Rehabilitation objectives suggest that areas graded as poor and moderate will be given priority. While targeting areas threatening to erode further is important, areas graded as “excellent " are an obvious place to start if biodiversity is a priority. The Bradley Method, a reference which guides bush re-habilitation, advocates starting with the best areas and working outward. 

As you will be aware Melbourne Water was forced to erect signs warning of blue Green Algae in our creek last summer. It is imperative that this is not allowed to recur. The Stream flow Management Plan and Waterway Management Plan for Merricks Coolart Creek should address this. Maintaining an environmental flow should be a focus. This should involve existing diversions and dams in order to set appropriate levels and controls for these and future applications for diversions. Extraction of groundwater and erosion at the mouth of the creek should be taken into account. We propose that a meeting be held to outline the proposed approach and community input. We already have an action plan and very good knowledge of the creek.

The Merricks Coolart Catchment Group is a keen advocate of the Stream Frontage Protection Program. We are aiming for re vegetation of all stream sides in the Catchment. We have two relevant events planned this year. One is just for the branches of the Coolart Creek. The Shire has indicated its willingness to mail out our information, including a map to all landholders in this sub-Catchment. These landholders will be personally invited to the Sabto Property, to see a landcare-award-winning creek rehabilitation project. They will be encouraged to re- habilitate their own creek frontages. This event will be in August 13th 2000 and the speakers will include Scott Seymour. Landholders will be similarly invited on our third annual Bus Catchment Tour this spring. The Day is great for group building and educates the participants about Integrated Catchment Management. MW waterway representatives are welcome to attend. 

We would welcome your support for these events. Thank you and good luck with managing the Charter.

Yours faithfully,

Karri Giles, on behalf of the Merricks Coolart Catchment Landcare Group
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Saturday, 9 October 2004
Hickinbotham Winery

Our soil and water provide us with the food we eat and the wine
we drink. What a great gift to pass on to future generations.

The Water and Wine Workshop will be an informative half-day workshop
where leading experts will talk the importance of appropriate water
management, without which our stream flows will deteriorate and our fauna
and flora will disappear.

Speakers will also review changes to the laws that relate to on-stream and off-
stream dams and discuss funding that is available to vineyards. The event
will be held at Hickinbotham Winery. Terryn Hickinbotham will provide a case
study of sustainable vineyard management.
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Opening
Peter
President, Mornington Peninsula Vignerons Association

Setting the scene
Bill Bevan
President, Merricks Coolart Catchment Group

Nutrients in the catchment

Local fish in our streams
Bill O'Connor

Morning Tea

Funding for vignerons
Melbourne Water (Stream Frontage Program)

Legal water management
Colin McQuillan
Southern Rural Water

Putting it into practice
Terryn Hickinbotham
Hickinbotham Wineries

Lunch

The cost of the day will be $5 which includes lunch and a free glass of wine.




Appendix 4 

Merricks Coolart Catchment Group INC

PO Box 53

Balnarring 3926

23rd April 2006

Joanna Frame/ Chris Chesterfield

Melbourne Water

Dear People,

Re: Storm-water pollution Balnarring

  Due to the recent development of Balnarring Township Storm-

  The storm-water flowing from the Balnarring has been negatively affecting Merricks-Coolart Creek. Water testing done by our Group has shown that water running down from Balnarring township into The Creek near Balnarring Beach Road Bridge has had turbidities of 40 plus. Before two years ago The Creek was generally in good health. The storm-water pollution has been a main trigger of eutrophication and the toxic smell associated with it. Last year this problem caused a fish kill that Dean White (MW) and the EPA can attest to. This summer the problem was just as bad and though I smelt what I thought was blue-green algae, Somers residents were still swimming in the mouth of the creek and no warning signs were erected by your organisation.

  Our Group hosted a public meeting held on Sunday 12th February 2006, Balnarring Hall, called Why does this creek small and what can be done to fix it? We had over 30 people attend. The two resolutions that involve Melbourne Water were:

That Melbourne Water carries out a risk assessment for the creek.

That MW develops a storm-water treatment system for storm-water currently running into the Balnarring Road Bridge area of the creek.

    I received a phone call from you in February this year saying our creek was not a priority because it was in bad condition.

I told you then that hundreds of galaxias and many tupong were swimming up the creek at our president's property last winter. We as a group have hosted talks by fish experts such a Malcolm Legg and Bill O'Connor who love the creek for it's usually excellent fish life. The EPA counted two hundred bream and mullet and tupong in one short walk during the fish kill last year. Actually our creek has been and should soon again be one of the most important in the Westernport Catchment. Water flowing from it has become an issue. The Brooksby Estate is just starting to grass over after being open dirt for more than a year. While this is good news, no building has commenced on this site and no one has started washing his or her cars or landscaping yet. 

We believe that now is a really suitable time for the building of a storm-water treatment system on Parks Vic Land next to Balnarring Beach Road. A simple gravity fed retention pond with biological treatment would fit easily in between the access track opposite Campbell Street and the creek. The area is currently used as habitat and this could be enhanced by a wetland.

   Please find accompanying a grant application for a storm-water treatment system adjacent to Balnarring Beach Road. Now that Balnarring has got significantly bigger we would like a storm-water treatment system to be in the budget in the next year. The grant application is to provide some information and a talking point to work from, we acknowledge that because it is not necessarily in the grant guidelines and involves Parks Vic owned land it is perhaps a project that should be managed by you.

Please also find accompanying letters of support from other groups and individuals.

Yours faithfully 

Karri Giles

Secretary

�Can you comment on how you know this? Could it be the ‘Merricks Creek Environmental Flow Study’ that is mentioned in Appendix 6 of the ‘Port Phillip and Westernport Regional River Health Strategy’?





